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When it comes to investigate the cinematographic representations of male same—sex desire throughout Japanese

cinema it has come very clear that Kinoshita Keisuke’ s works are worth being considered.

One of the first gender—oriented research dealing with homosexuality in Kinoshita’ s films was compiled by Ishihara
(1999). This research focuses on how male body image, and therefore male characters, are weakly depicted compared
to the usual representations of male bodies in movies and, on a larger scale, in the media. Such non—masculine
weakness would be the evidence that those characters are subject to queer desire. If physically weak non—hegemonic
male character representation is an effective way to depict queer desire, it also presumes desire/sexuality are visible
components of one’ s identity, making it a bio—determined characteristic. Moreover, it seems that Ishihara’ s research
emphasizes on the fact the director’ s sexuality determines what shapes his characters are coming off, giving in in

auteur criticism.

However, as Kubo presents it (2015 a & b), our main reference for this paper, the application of queer theory in the field
of film studies doesn’ t aim to determine if the author (here the director) is homosexual himself but, aims to explain in
what ways the film is queer, in its subject, or even in its form. In the case of Kinoshita’ s movies, it is given that some
filming techniques, acting or even camera frames tend to emphasize male same—sex relationships rather than
heteronormative male—female relationships, even though no homosexual desire is ever confessed through the narratives.
To support his theory Kubo refers to the use of shot reverse shot type of filming during two male characters
conversation, or the way their faces are highlighted by close—up shots. Then, he also underlines the way male bodies
are more likely to touch, or exchange on a sensitive basis (see also Fujimori 2012). Additionally, he uses Ishihara’ s
theory about male weakness as an expression of queerness to help understand the possibility of male same sex desire
of some characters as j¥£— from[ ¥ % (+2Z] (1956).

If those previous researches are very important as they demonstrate the queerness attached to the depiction of male
bodies in Kinoshita’ s work, they seem to be only revolving around male characters as if the formation of male

homosociality according to Sedgwick’ s theory (1985) only depended on the gathering of male bodies and their desires.

However, during the viewing of Kinoshita’ s movies, it appeared that also female characters, and more specifically the
rejection of those characters are also involved in the formation of homosociality in those movies. Kubo tries to link
female and male characters in our previous example, [ 4 %2172], when he discusses the possible similarities, the
common queerness between the sick young female character and j¥—. He brings up a very interesting argument but
doesn’ t try to explain that despite their common queerness, those two characters won’ t get close to each other. When
£ — gets close to his female counterpart, she leaves the story by marrying another man. This is such yet non—analyzed

details the we aim to get our head around. More precisely, in this paper, we will be discussing how female characters are



represented and how they come off as a key component to the queer/homosexual desires dynamics of Kinoshita’ s

works.

Throughout Kinoshita’ s films from 1948 to 1959, we will try to underline how female characters are put in a second
place, stressing the light shed on their male counterparts as main characters, or centers of the narratives. Then, we will
be examining how the queerness of male characters is connoted through the rejection of female characters. Our first
hypothesis is that female characters can be the target of various misogynistic treatments, such as dialogues or
importance in the narrative. Then, we also think that various female characters are rejected from the possibility of
participating in the heteronormative coupling expected by the spectators according to the general acceptance as
heterosexual romance as the norm, but also according to the genre of those movies (mostly melodramas) in which
heterosexual romance is a key component of the plot. Therefore, male characters as well are prevented from playing a
part in the heteronormative system, emphasizing queer desire created through the formation of male homosociality.
There lies the main hypothesis of our paper. The viewing of many films depicting male same sex romance or male same
sex sexual tension led us to consider that the formation of homo—sexual desire is based on two simultaneous dynamics:
the formation of an all-male homosociality to emphasize same sex proximity, but also the rejection of opposite sex
characters (here female characters) as possible object of male desire. To make it shorter, such films put male
characters close to each other, with no other possibility to express sexual desire than express it toward another male

character.
The value of our work lies in the fact that it offers a complementary approach to read male same sex desire in movies.

More so that the line between male homosociality and male homo—sexual desire is very thin, and many movies play
around this line to either attract spectatorship or sustain the spectators’ attention.
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