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Revolutionary Road was based on an excellent novel by Richard Yates, but the film couldn’t
re-create the book’s mournful tenderness or its tragic sense of loss. The movie was yet
another presentation of the suburban world as a hopeless trap for clueless people who had
wanted more out of life than marriage. The visual presentation of the ‘burbs as the social
wasteland of marital bliss had already been worked over for several decades, from the
1950s to the 1990s. There had been The Man in the Grey Flannel Suit and No Down
Payment (dramatic versions), Rally ‘Round the Flag, Boys (the comic version), The Stepford

Wives (1975), the horror version, remade in 2004), Bye Bye Birdie (1963, the musical



version) and The ‘burbs (1989, the inexplicable version) and more. Revolutionary Road was

tired, and died a quiet death at the box office. (Basinger 353-54)

Basinger (FZD&3(C LMY 1—23F)—-0-R/MMAREZFETI (2008, YA-XDTREEE) ([CHUTRIF@ZTLTUVS
W COFHREEEHREDEFERRBV. TEEE, CITHIELTEW EIFSNTWS The Man in the Grey Flannel Suit
(1956) 1>, The Stepford Wives (1975) REGFTLAY1—-3H)—-0-R/RIREZETIEEERICEBIIMDORIEZ EFL
FOLEFLTVRN, RARETHEIENSIF VN IR Z . KIFPE A ORI TIRATWS. [LRU1-23FY—-0-R/
MRZREZETINMBORBIMNRE, 52 NFHAEEIREALE —FRZE I DD(E. TN [FABATNEETZON ? 1WA
REIVWCHITIEMRMBREZELT, 7XIDRBN THERBINDEBNRATERNZEHT, KGR ORI REZ B (CE AR 2R
BEU TR TERBROHBZEICEEFST . —HHOKIFZ 7 AINZDODEDERIITT, HE5DIBZ 2REZ 7 X HOBIREL FiEE
B ET [7X00> - RU=A1Z#EHIUTVBIHS5THD. COBRBEIOR T, —HHOKREFEN 7 XIHZDOEDCRIITENTVDEWND

RCOVT. £IRETOSIADOELSICIRA TS,

g 8 FFEHOKIFIBEDEARNVDUNT AN DIBZ B RIREDHER(CUN R ABBOTBERMERAT. mE<

BEBLLY
HROMZEICBZEU. NITOBERRBEEZER TVSR R TELUCADOIRFANBVISENBOEN, ZOEN

BEN BROTVAIIZOEDDECEZTEONHEKRN - RERTREVAUNA (REHORODRERF) T

53593, TATVIOROUUZ IR I DTF>IE PXINADEBE LARIBEZIRENSU(DRULTETH
BTHAIEATENTBIA TV P XD DBEER Z FEDEIN T EEHIREEREA FURHBOY L - X T ZET A b

D4 ALY NENBZEHERTER D TERVESDIN (THREPFERE &R 70, 71)

CCTERRE REIDEANTHSI——KREOKRIFEEN, [7X)HDIBZBEIEOMER I ICUNRARIROTBENST

BRIERZLTVSH BE| Fe. EOLIBE T, COFRIFHT 7 AUHDOHER IBDONEVWSRRISDOVWTIFEMRBI(SERU TIZWVEL,



AREROBMNIG, L XDTAEEOILN)1-23FY—-0- R/ MRIREZETIN, —KIBOBBIZHCEEFS T 7AUN

A OEBEFEMINET XN - K- AP EER THBIEZRNTVBEWS L Z . BARRIRAZTIANCIBIETHS.

3. BAOEFBLBVDOVET AVDY - RU-LEENDIAZ BRIE

ZHTE. PAIN - R)—LEF—KRAIDTEZRT DTHIIN . IIHET(E, [T7X)H> - RU-LAINSRZ7XH/ Z0D1775 ]
EVWSEEHBDOHAT, VAN - RU-LEF BRNICIMESMIFCESZIENTVS 7 AUNTIE, BIEBNDICIOTHTERMIN
FBEIEEEN'D D IEVWEREKRET BB R THHEERLTWVD, COEZT (& BELRIOIERIBEFANST XUhEWNSH

= B0 BHEEZISNTERL. OED T 7XUNY - RU-ARBLIFOLSICERENTVS.

{American dream}, the ideal of a democratic and prosperous society which is the traditional
aim of the American people; a catch-phrase used to symbolize American social or material

values in general. (OED)
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To sum up in a few words, the war contributed significantly to the economic recovery of
America, so much so that no country (with the exception of Russia) was able to compete
with it in the postwar years; America was declaring itself the most prosperous and powerful

country in the world. It is here, in this general euphoria, in this renewed faith in its abilities

and possibilities that the American dream can finally find its expression in the suburbs.

(Stoppa, Elena 7-8)
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After the end of the War both the men who survived it and the government knew that it was
just a matter of time before they would go back to their jobs and send their women back
home. On the contrary women from their point of view were not sure they were willing to
go back to their domestic role without making any complaint. The time had come for the
government to build up another campaign, another alluring illusion that would make sure
everything went back to its original balance. It was in this particular circumstance that the
suburbs were chosen as the perfect means that would attract thousands of women into their
‘golden trap’ by enchanting them with the promise of a fairytale-like life built around the
idea that the best achievement a woman could desire was to become a good wife and a

loving mother. (Stoppa 48)
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